
 

 

 

Vol. 30   Issue 04  

 

 IN MEMORIAM  

Veteranõs News that needs to be Read        WINTER  2020 

Inside this issue:  

   Presidentõs Message 3 

   National Treasurer 6 

   Membership Report 8 

   Central District 10 

   VVA Chapter #72 23 

 
   Government Affairs 26 

 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
 

VVA Chapter #20         VVA Chapter #77              

Richard U. Burkhart         Ross Barbarino                    Robert Rodabaugh                            

John V. Farley, Jr.            Thomas Camann       Gerald Service            

John L. Webster                Raymond Fisher                  Terry Treutel                       VVA Chapter #803 

                                          Frank Gubala                                                                    Philip J. Grushetsky                                                                           

VVA Chapter #32           Donald Loretto                      VVA Chapter #333 

Fred Naschen                    James May                             Bob Taylor                            CONDOLENCES       

                                           David Miller                                                                VVA #333:  wife of member 

VVA Chapter #72            Edward Miller II                   VVA Chapter # 459         Pat Pizzimonte, Susan has  

Charles Rosse                   Thomas Peasland                   Robert A. Giannini             been called by the Lord,           
           pray for the family              

 

To Chapter Leadership & State Council Delegates: 

The COVID-19 beat us again. We are just not comfortable to have our January 16th State 

Council meeting. We are trying to set one up for April hoping this virus or the shots have 

calmed down enough to go back to what our country once was. 

We have not met since last January and most chapters have not. I do hope once we get 

back our enthusiasm is still there as we still have much work to do. Our National; Con-

vention is still being scheduled for August but that will be determined by Mr. Pandemic. 

It will be in Greensboro NC which most of us can drive so that will be good. Again this 

will be very important convention as we are fading away faster than any of us want and 

we need everyone get on the same page for our future. 

As our State Council we have not met but the BOD has had a couple of zoom meetings. 

The Interchange still active which new edition will be out shortly. Our Service Office is 

still operating in Buffalo VARO with Dee and Butch working as hard as ever. They are 

doing more and more video hearings and we hope we get our appeal numbers down. 

Iôm still around with the rest of BOD ready to try and help you guys where we can. Just 

call or email. 

Hope to see you all again at some point. Take care and play safe. 
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Presidentôs Report  

Ned D. Foote 

 

As I sit here on Thanksgiving morning, I am trying to figure out what to write.  I do not want to say nega-

tive things, but I see not a lot of positive stuff. This COVID 19 has brought havoc on 2020 and it looks to 

go right into 2021. 

 

There are any things on a  personal level as well with our organization.  I will start with VVA and NYS 

Council.  As you know we have not met since January of last year.  We are hoping this January we would 

meet but it does not look like we will.  Our BOD stays in touch as we still have business to discuss and we 

still have our Service program going in Buffalo. 

Some of our Chapters have met, if only on a zoom, as I attended a few of those.  I do know I try to send 

info out to all but I seldom hear anything back but that is not that unusual, and it gets lonely at times at the 

top. 

 

I do stay busy though with my duties as Finance Chair for National.  You are aware with our issues with 

this pandemic, it hit hard with National Staff and how we do our business.  We had to let go 11 employees 

and others must pick up the slack.  Many are  working from home but are  not providing the best communi-

cation with Chapters and States Councils.  Our Officers are working way too hard and is  not what they 

ever expected to do.  Tom Burke is trying to run the office from Ohio and also has the Service Officer Pro-

gram to contend with.  Jack McManus is trying to handle all finance business from afar and filling in as our 

CFO that we no longer have. 

I have reorganized my National Finance Committee and I have, At Large Delegate,  Dottie Barickman han-

dling oversight of our budget.  We went to a bare bones budget back in August as our finances was almost 

nil and we had to cut most of our spending,  meaning meetings, travel and such.  A bit of good news is that 

our revenue is much better than we thought and now some funds have gone to Chapters in the HSGP albeit 

reduced. 

 

We are starting the budget process for 2022 much sooner than what we always did in March. That way we 
will have a budget in place come January ready for end of fiscal year.  We will try to accommodate all cost 
centers and plan on meetings and the convention.  But of course, this will hinge on COVID 19. 

 

 

So bottom line.  We do not know what tomorrow will bring and can only go day by day. 

So, if I have not bored you so far, I will talk about me and what this virus has done so you will know you 

are not alone dealing with the crisis.  

 

It hit us coming home, last March from visiting our grandkids in Myrtle Beach.  We try to see  them in 

March and November, and they try to come here in July. This time on way home we  found restaurants 

closed as the beginning started.   Jane and I booked a cruise to Alaska where we would be going with John 

Rowan and Mariann, as well as, Grant and Kaye for May of this year. 

                (Continue on pg. 5)  
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        New York Vietnam Veterans Foundation 

We provide grants to Vietnam Veterans of America-New York State Council, (VVA-

NYSC) a veteranõs service organization that advocates for legislation at the State and Federal 

level of government to provide housing, education, health and mental care services to veter-

ans and their families. 

We provide funding for VVA-NYSC Veteranõs Service Officer program that assist veterans 

with their military disability compensation and pension claims from the Veterans Administration. 

We advocate for better Federal and State veteranõs benefits and veteran preferences in government employment.  

VVA Chapters within New York State, assist widows, widowers, and orphans of our veterans. The organization 

organizes programs that enrich the lives of Vietnam veterans, as well as veterans from past, current wars, and their 

families.  

We have an active Agent Orange committee that helps Vietnam veterans receive up to date information on pros-

tate cancer, diabetes, and other chemically-related diseases. 

We have an updated database of agencies that provide: 

Å Listings of Veteran Job Fairs offered by county or veteran service organizations; 

Å Counseling for veterans with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD); 

Å Outreach programs that support returning veteransõ reentry into civilian life; 

For disabled veterans, this can be even more difficult than a tour of duty.  

We do this all year long, but without your gift and the gifts of other supporters, nothing can be done to help those 

that are so deserving of it. However, we have much more to accomplish.  

We, the New York Vietnam Veterans Foundation, have a mission to keep advocating for and helping these veter-

ans. We ask you to join us in our mission to provide assistance, guidance, training, and education to all veterans of 

past, present, and future military conflicts. 

So let us continue to work together to ensure our national heroes receive everything that they are entitled to receive 

for their sacrifice and service to our nation. 

President     Francisco Muñiz III                        Vice President    Ned D. Foote    

Treasurer   Grant T. Coates                               Secretary             Nick Valenti 

Directors Sam  Hall       Stan May 

You can send your tax deductible donation, to the extent allowed by law, directly to the Foundation at 

NY Vietnam Veterans Foundation, 48 March Lane, Westbury, NY 11590-6302.   

NOTE:  The Foundation has lost its fundraising contract and is in need of funds to support our Service 

Officerõs Program.  Please send donation to the above address. 
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 (Cont. from pg. 4)  

 That had to be cancelled.  Our 50th wedding Anniversary was in April and Jane and I ordered dinner to be 

delivered at home.  My grandson graduated this year but no festivities and no real graduation ceremony.  

As we waited through the summer and staying safe as much as we can we missed out on our travel with 

VVA.  Leadership conference canceled as well as meetings at National and state level.  A bunch of other 

planned events with family and such did not happen. The same must of happen for all of you. 

 
As I started this column, I said,  I am writing on Thanksgiving morning.  Janeôs doing her usual cooking of 

a 22 lb. Turkey with all that goes with it as if  we have 12 to 14 come for dinner.  Oh wait. We only have a 

14 pounder.  We only have 7 coming, just my daughter, her husband and two grandsons with one girl-

friend.  My other grandson girlfriend is in boot camp for AF National Guard.  Will be much different, but 

they say safe. 

 
My first grandson (his girlfriend I said is in boot camp)  is a full time Firefighter for the State.  He is also in 

the Air Guard.  He leaves this Saturday for training for 6-month deployment to Niger Africa.  He leaves for 

Fort Bliss in Texas for training.  Will be coming back home Christmas Eve but must quarantine.  Leaves 

again January 2nd to San Antonio for whatever place to be deployed.  

 
So, for Christmas week, where we have large group at my sister-in-law house at Christmas Eve and then 

they all come to our house on Christmas Day will not happen.  My daughter will stay at home with grand-

sons because we cannot have then here because of this damn pandemic. So, it will be Jane and me once 

again.  Oh well we will get over it and I do believe things will get better soon. 

 
So, let us all hope for A SAFE, HEALTHY & HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

VVA NATIONAL NEWS:  John Rowan, President/CEO 

 
Giving Tuesday is an annual day of giving backðan opportuni-
ty for each of us to express gratitude and to remain connected 

in these times of social distancing. 
  
Membership will you consider making a special donation to 

VVAðon this day that celebrates giving? 
  
This year, Giving Tuesday has a special meaning for organiza-

tions like ours.  
 Veterans and communities across the country are facing unique challenges, and VVA has not been im-
mune: Over 60% of our revenue was jeopardized when our Household Goods donation program was 
halted because of the quarantine. 
  

This loss forced us to make changes, but we remain steadfast in serving our 87,000+ members and building 
powerful support systems for all veterans. 
 

To continue this critical work in 2021, VVA is looking to new sources of supportðand today, weôre ask-
ing for your help.  

https://vva.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc1957b75b642e06570817b9d&id=f0eeb664c9&e=310d751c7f
https://vva.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc1957b75b642e06570817b9d&id=f0eeb664c9&e=310d751c7f
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VVA NATIONAL NEWS ðTHE FUTURE OF VVA 

Your 100% tax-deductible contribution will be put to immediate use furthering our essential services 
to veterans, many of whom especially need our support in the wake of the pandemic.  
  
As Vietnam veterans and proud VVA members, we share a critical mission: to ensure veterans get the ben-
efits and care they earned through their sacrifice and service to our nation.  
  
I am continually amazed by the commitment members like you demonstrate for our fellow veterans, and I 
personally thank you for helping to make VVAôs critically important work possible. 

 

Dear VVA Member, 
  
On Veterans Day we honor all veterans who have served our nation and de-
fended our freedoms. It is an opportunity for reflection, remembrance, and 
camaraderie. 
  
When serving our great nation, we stand stronger together. As advocates for 
veteransô rights and benefits, we remain resilient. Our goal has always been 

to bring our communities together to help our most vulnerable. 
  
2020 has redefined many aspects of daily life. But one thing remains constant: our unwavering commit-
ment to our veterans across generations, who served and sacrificed for America. 
  
We are one nation. Indivisible.                         John Rowan  VVA National President     

 

 What Ifs   

 Jack McManusðVVA National Treasurer  
                   

What if? So what happens then? 

For our generation, itôs always been a fact that shit happens. Our history has never 
been filled with certainties; life to us has been packed with ñwhat ifsò and ñshit hap-
pens.ò 

To Vietnam veterans and their families, the coronavirus pandemic is just another mis-
erable event in a lifetime of crappy experiences that weôve chosen to either challenge 

or beat back. It would be a foolish mistake to even consider that the COVID-19 hurtle is enough to seal 
VVAôs fate. We are battle hardened by a lifetime of challenges during which weôve been too obstinate to 
accept the many preordained outcomes. We fight and we win. Screw the rest of them. 

So what happens if this virus continues its destructive path into the next year and beyond? Do we throw in 
the towel and quit? Are the many restrictions that COVID-19 created just too big for us to overcome? 

If our past is an indicator; the opposite will be true. We will adapt, we will press on, and we will take the 
battle forward by whatever means we can. Even now, weôre doing it at the chapter, state council, and na-
tional levels. 

The VVA Board of Directors has taken the positive actions that will enable the organization to remain    

                                                                                                                                       (Continue on pg. 7)  

https://vva.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc1957b75b642e06570817b9d&id=55e9d141ad&e=310d751c7f
https://vva.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc1957b75b642e06570817b9d&id=55e9d141ad&e=310d751c7f
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(Continue from pg. 6)  

solvent and stable. We will continue into the next year and beyond, albeit with much-reduced resources. 
The BOD-directed fiscal actions are stabilizing VVA. Now we must face the challenge of deciding on 
VVAôs focus.    

The big question is: How can we best function in this new environment? Being leaner also requires that we 
become better focused, clarify our goals, and determine what we want to accomplish in the time that re-
mains.   

What if the current health and economic conditions continue or deteriorate to the extent that we are forced 
to postpone the 2021 National Convention? Thatôs a distinct possibility. Itôs an issue that the BOD has dis-
cussed, and we are exploring options and alternatives. Actually, Iôm not hearing many objections to having 
the Convention. Rather, people are asking, ñHow can we make it happen?ò  

What if VVA doesnôt have the scheduled Convention because of COVID-19 restrictions or logistics is-
sues?  

The BOD can decide to change the date and location of the Convention. 

The BOD and Officers can stay in place until a legitimate election occurs. 

The resolutions, elections, and constitutional amendment processes can be adjusted to conform with re-
vised timelines.  

My own belief is that the National Convention is our highest body of governance. But if the Convention 
cannot occur, the duly elected Board of Directors is empowered by law to be the governing body of VVA. 

We must trust that our Board will make the best decisions to get us to a Convention as soon as is practica-
ble. There are massive details that the BOD and the Convention Planning Committee will be addressing 
before any firm decisions are made on the feasibility of holding the next Convention. Right now, itôs still a 
go for a lively National Convention in Greensboro, N.C., in August 2021.  

Let us close by noting our appreciation and respect for the Constitution Committee and its chair, Leslie 
DeLong. I canôt imagine a more difficult job than providing an interpretation of events that were never ad-
dressed or even envisioned in VVAôs Constitution. Then throw in a few hurricanes and tropical storms. 
This is real dedication. The magnitude of work coming out of this committee related to the next Conven-
tion will be mindboggling.  

Please be safe. 
 

REGION II Director: Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania 

Ted Wilkinson 

The VVA Board of Directors met virtually on October 10 and probably will conduct 

the January meeting the same way. The system is working quite well during the pan-

demic. Planning for VVAõs 20th National Convention in Greensboro, N.C., is moving 

forward. 

As of October 14th, 179 chapters and 15 state councils are on the pre-suspension list. That includes 20 Region 2 

chapters: New Jersey Chapters 510, 779, and 825; New York Chapters 20, 32, 49, 72, 82, 103, 126, 140, 421, 803, 

and 827; and Pennsylvania Chapters 131, 435, 466, 468, 542, and 565. 

 

 

Editorôs Note:  Photo was taken 50 years ago! 
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(Continue from pg. 7)  

Membership Affairs Committee 
Ted Wilkinson, Chair     
 
I appreciate and thank the membership committee for all the help and many hours of work. and  especially 
Charlie for his unending dedication. 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America continues onward even with a pandemic for most all 2020 VVA has man-
aged to persevere and find a way to continue our mission by using experience and determination and the 
knowhow to survive. New York has increased membership during this covid 19 pandemic by over (10) 
ten new members a month. And our chapters find a way to continue onward. Astonishing dedication. 
Thank you much 
                      
  
VVA CHAPTER/SC MISSING ER/FR as of 10/14/2020  
NY 

NY0020 NY   07/07/1982   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0032 NY   10/22/1982   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0049 NY   08/27/1982   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0072 NY   07/10/1984   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0082 NY   07/10/1984   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0103 NY   01/27/1986   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0126 NY   05/06/1985   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0140 NY   04/12/1985   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0421 NY   10/20/1989   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0803 NY   03/19/1998   02 2020   ER Report Due 

NY0827 NY   05/03/1999   02 2020   ER Report Due 

 

THE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 ISSUE OF THE VVA VETERAN 

IS AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 

The VVA Veteran _rounds out 2020 with its November/December issue, its third online only. In it, Bob 
Leggett provides a detailed history of the Coast Guardôs participation in the Vietnam War; Richard Currey 
writes about how the recent expansion of the Caregivers Act will affect Vietnam veterans and those who 
care for them; Marc Leepson describes VVAôs efforts to grapple with the consequences of being a last-
man-standing organization.  

 

The VVA Veteran _is now available online only at www.vvaveteran.org 

.Have your friends and fellow veterans sign up to be notified when every new issue goes live by clicking 
on the red box on the right side of the home page. 

http://www.vvaveteran.org/
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VAVS Rep Report 
 Danny Friedman 
 
Brooklyn VAMC has continued to hold quarterly VAVS Meetings via Zoom.  VSO reps received report 
from director and provided input as appropriate.  I also received quarterly reports from VVA rep at 
Northport VAMC (Joe Ingino).  I have not received any other reports. 
 
Agent Orange Committee Report 

Bill Paton bllpaton36@gmail.com 

 

Here in Western New York, Chapter 77 has been working with our Service Officers to be prepared when 
claims that have been submitted are accurate and hoping for a quick acknowledgement for our Blue Wa-
ter Vietnam Veterans. Also the 3 new presumptive bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkinson's like 
symptoms. 

 

The following is a Facebook post I've seen a couple of times and relevant to this column. I believe all 
should see, pass on to your State, and Federal Representatives. \ 

Vietnam veterans with illnesses caused by Agent Orange, continue to march into the Vietnam Wall to 
join their fallen brothers. These men and women will not be remembered as fatalities of the Vietnam 
War. Their names will not be engraved into the Vietnam Wall...yet they are still victims of the Vietnam 
War. These veterans have died slow painful deaths BECAUSE of their country and will not be remem-
bered as dying FOR their country. This is truly a gripping photograph of the Vietnam Memorial in Roch-
ester, New York.\ 

 

HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE REALLY DIED BECAUSE OF THE VIETNAM WAR? THE AN-
SWER WOULD BE ASTOUNDING! 

 

If you would...please email this to your local Congressman or Senator. It would send a strong message for 
the families of Vietnam veterans who lost loved ones due to Agent Orange!!! 

 
This Vietnam Veterans Memorial is located in Highland Park, 
Rochester, New York. The bronze figure was carved by Wayne 
Williams, installed in 1996. The photograph is by Richard Margo-
lis as part of the Rochester Public Art website. Prints are available 
from their web site.mptoms                                          
  

 

 

 

                        Covid19 Cadence 
                       
                                 https://youtu.be/7rqcVqj-NIM 

                   

                               Click on link 

          

https://youtu.be/7rqcVqj-NIM
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Central District Report 

Nick Valenti 

 VVA Chapters #85, #103,  #377, #480, #704, #708, #803, #827, #896, #944 

 

On September 19, 2020 New York's State Vietnam Veterans Chapter #704 in Auburn, New York dedicat-
ed a Vietnam Memorial in the name of all the men and women who served and sacrificed in that war.  The 
ceremony was a culmination of more than a decade of research and fundraising.  The object was not only 
to identify the loss of life our county suffered but to also depict the war effort at that time. 
 
We began the day with a motorcade that extended through two county villages, one city and three town-
ships.  Made up of Vietnam Veterans, Patriot Guard units, local privately owned military vehicles, car 
clubs, and motorcycle organizations from communities as far away as 150 miles, Central New York Dis-
trict of Vietnam Veterans of America was well represented. 
 
The support of locally elected officials, law enforcement (sheriff, state police and village officers), church-
es, numerous city and county fire departments, provided a venue that waited for more than half a century 
to celebrate the service and sacrifice of so many from our county communities. 
 
The Memorial had two panels dedicated to those who were killed in Vietnam, two panels depicting life in 
Vietnam and some of the military equipment used in the war effort and one panel dedicated to showing 
where in Vietnam each of the 29 were killed. 
 
The back center panel provided a 40 year history of our involvement in Vietnam and the remaining panels 
will be used to honor those who returned from Vietnam but died because of their service in Vietnam.  The 
"In Memory" Program is meant to serve as a healing wall where families may find solace and gather to 
commemorate their loved one's accomplishments and life stories. 
 
#1  is of the front of the replicated Memorial depicting scenes of Vietnam with military equipment and the 
names of Cayuga County warriors who made the ultimate sacrifice.                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

(Continue   on  pg. 11 )       



 

 

 

Page 11 

                                         WINTER     2020                        Vol. 30   Issue  04      On -Line INTERCHANGE  

(Continue from pg. 10)  

  #2 is the New York VVA Chapter #377 from Dryden, NY acting as Color Guard for the motorcade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.#3 is the motorcade arriving at Centerport Aqueduct Park, Town of Brutus, New York. 
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#4 is the Patriot Guard members from several communities forming a Flag Line for ceremony. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#5 are from left to right: Chaplain for VVA Chapter #704 Jerry Fulmer; Central District Director, NYS 
Council Nicholas C. Valenti: former president of VVA Chapter #704 Louis Patti. 
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(Continue on pg. 12)   

#6 is Auburn American Legion Post 1324 serving as color guard, rifle volley and taps for the ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#7 is from left to right: current VVA Chapter #704 President James Bryant, current VVA Chapter #377 
President Gary Napieracz &  former VVA Chapter #704 president Louis Patti  

 

 

 

 

#8 is an image of an in-country Nam Veteran with a rose placed 
by one of 29 flower presenters. 


